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Submission to the Callcutt Review

Introduction

The Electric Heating and Ventilation Association (TEHV A) welcomes the opportunity to submit
evidence to the Callcutt Review of housebuilding delivery. TEHV A is the trade association with
responsibility for promoting electric heating, hot water and mechanical ventilation products and
systems, and was launched in 2004 in recognition of the wide consumer and political demands to
reduce energy consumption and associated carbon emissions.

The way we heat our homes and buildings in future will have to change due to the increased
pressure to reduce carbon emissions and the need to reduce energy costs. Modem electric heating
and hot water products are positive steps in this direction.

This submission focuses specifically on question 7 of the Review which looks at the
Government's plans for Zero Carbon Development. TEHV A believes there is an immediate need
for government defined carbon milestones in order to effectively forecast cost and effectiveness
of energy sources and initiatives and that this is essential for zero carbon houses to become a
reality.

Low Carbon Milestones

In December 2006, the department for Communities and Local Government announced plans to
ensure all new build housing by 2016 is zero carbon. At the same time, a Planning Policy
Statement 1 supplement was announced requiring regional planning authorities to assess
development applications against a set of regional carbon trajectories.

In reference to this, Question 7 of the consultation document asks: What impact is being achieved
in the Code for Sustainable Homes and the agenda set out in the Government's "Building a
Greener Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development"?

The Electric Heating & Ventilation Association (TEHV A) believes there is a key policy gap in
these Government announcements that will significantly reduce their impact. Our concern is that
neither of the announcements include any consideration of the lifetime carbon footprint of a
dwelling based on the projected carbon content of grid electricity. It is quite clear that carbon
trajectories will not be valid or a useful planning aid unless forward grid electricity carbon
content levels are known.

As the consultation team will be aware, electricity is the only central energy source that can be
de-carbonised and in order for government to reach its carbon reduction targets. Projected figures
suggest that the carbon content of grid electricity will be less than half the 2007 content by 2020




