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11" April 2007

Dear Mr Gilchrist

The Callcutt Review of House Building Delivery Call for Evidence
Response by National Grid Property Holdings Ltd

We are writing with reference to the above consultation document, published on 12th March
2007 for a consultation period ending on 20th April 2007.

1.0 Introduction and Background to National Grid Property’s Response

National Grid plc owns, operates and develops a substantial part of the national gas and
electricity transportation systems. National Grid Property Holdings Ltd., as part of National
Grid, manages the company’s extensive estate portfolio. Its main activities are the
reclamation and disposal of formerly operational gas and electricity sites and the provision of
property services to Group companies, to meet their occupational requirements. In its
property management and disposal role, the company (known as National Grid Property)
becomes significantly involved in all aspects of the planning system.

However, the company is not a house builder per se. For this reason, the following provides
general comments on the difficulties that the company experiences in facilitating the delivery
of new housing on its sites, rather than responding directly to the specific questions put
forward in the Callcutt Review Call for Evidence document.

Throughout Great Britain, National Grid has a number of development proposals which are at
varying stages in the planning and development process, including some for operational land
where future re-use has yet to be considered, or is beginning to be appraised, and others for
sites where planning permission has been applied for, often separately and initially for
remediation works and subsequently for re-use and re-development. Due to the sustainable
characteristics of the Company’s landholdings which are historically located close to town
centres and to transport nodes (railways and waterways), the majority are redeveloped for
residential use (or part of mixed use development including a high proportion of housing)
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